
 

This is lesson 3 of the systematic Bible study of the Book of Jonah 
which covers Jonah 2:1-10. Practical advice is given to parents and 
teachers on how to teach these verses, and important doctrines are 
pointed out and discussed. The doctrines being covered are: #1 - God 
can hear man's prayers no matter where he is. There are no special 
places that increase our chances of God hearing us. God can see and 
hear all things, at all times. #2 - Those that refuse to acknowledge God 
as creator and king, and whom refuse to pray for forgiveness of their 
sins against Him, forsake mercy that could be theirs. #3 - Salvation is of 
God, man's physical and spiritual salvation are both works of God 
alone. #4 - God is Lord of all things in heaven and on earth. This 
includes the wind, water, and even the fish of the sea who obey His 
commands. #5 - God is not a remote observer, He is personally 
involved, and actively manages and controls the all things in heaven 
and on earth.
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Radio	Announcer:	 The	Reconstruc2onist	Radio	Podcast	Network	presents	the	Moral	Founda2ons	
Podcast,	with	Reverend	Jeremy	Walker,	where	you	will	learn	to	teach	the	bible	
line	upon	line,	and	precept	upon	precept	in	a	systema2c	and	comprehensive	
manner.	

Jeremy	Walker:	 The	Moral	Founda2on's	Podcast	is	brought	to	you	by	the	GCS	Appren2ceship	
Program.	For	more	informa2on,	visit	www.GCSAppren2ceship.com.	Now,	this	is	
lesson	three	of	our	study	with	the	book	of	Jonah,	and	it	is	en2tled	Prayer,	Mercy,	
and	Salva2on,	and	you	can	find	this	lesson	along	with	the	podcast	on	the	
website	at	www.moral-found2ons.com.	Click	on	the	Bible	Studies	link	and	find	
the	Book	of	Jonah.	This	is	lesson	three,	which	is	going	to	cover	Jonah	chapter	2,	
verses	one	through	ten.	We're	going	to	go	ahead	and	jump	into	here	the	story	
with	Jonah	in	our	plain	language	reading	of	the	Bible	verses	we	were	talking	
about	here,	and	of	course,	you	should	read	the	full	version	to	your	students,	but	
also	cover	it	in	plain	language,	which	we're	going	to	do	now.	

	 In	this	passage,	Jonah	finds	himself,	aOer	being	tossed	into	the	sea	that	is,	in	the	
belly	of	a	great	fish,	and	Jonah,	it	is	safe	to	say,	believed	that	he	would	be	dead,	
but	of	course,	he	was	not.	AOer	three	days	and	nights	in	the	belly	of	this	great	
fish,	Jonah	then	begins	to	pray	to	God.	Jonah	understands	that	his	current	
situa2on	was	a	punishment	for	his	disobedience,	which	he	calls	his	afflic2on,	
and	declares	that	God	heard	him	while	he	was	yet	in	the	belly	of	this	great	fish,	
he	could	hear	his	prayers.	He	explains	how	it	was	God	that	threw	him	into	the	
sea,	and	the	waves	covered	over	him.	He	explains	that	he	knew	that	he	was	cast	
out	of	God's	sight,	or	rather,	out	of	favor	with	God	and	under	judgment,	yet	
Jonah	did	not	turn	his	back	on	God	or	become	angry	with	God.	He	understood	
that	the	situa2on	he	was	currently	in	was	his	own	making	or	of	his	own	making,	
and	he	was	going	to	pray	to	God	as	he	had	done	before	for	God's	mercy	and	for	
God's	forgiveness.	

	 Jonah	then	explains	his	experience	a	liSle	bit	of	when	he	was	tossed	into	the	
sea.	The	seas	and	the	water	surrounded	him,	and	he	believed	that	he	was	going	
to	die,	and	in	the	belly	of	the	fish,	and	the	depths	of	the	oceans	were	all	
surrounding	him,	the	ocean	weeds	in	the	fish's	belly	wrapped	around	his	head.	
Quite	an	unpleasant	experience.	In	the	belly	of	this	great	fish,	he	was	taken	deep	
into	the	depths	of	the	ocean,	and	he	felt	like	the	belly	of	the	fish	was	his	prison,	
one	in	which	he	would	have	the	stay	forever,	this	would	be	where	he	would	die.	
But	Jonah	was	not	leO	to	die	in	the	belly	of	this	great	fish.	Jonah	was	given	faith	
that	his	God	did	not	leave	him	there,	though	he	deserved	it.	

	 Jonah	then	con2nues	to	explain	that	though	he	had	lost	hope	of	surviving	his	
current	situa2on,	he	did	remember	his	god,	and	he	began	to	pray	to	God,	
because	he	knew	that	his	God	was	a	merciful	and	forgiving	god,	so	he	began	to	
pray.	Then	Jonah	then	explains	that	those	that	decide	to	act	as	if	they	have	not	
sinned,	or	try	to	deny	their	sins,	that	they	forsake	or	they	give	up	the	mercies	
from	God	that	could	be	theirs.	

	 Jonah	goes	on	the	explain	that	he	will	con2nue	to	sacrifice	to	God,	or	rather	he's	
going	to	place	his	hope,	trust,	and	faith	in	God	happily,	even	in	his	current	
circumstance.	Jonah	promises	from	the	belly	of	this	fish	to	do	that	which	he	had	
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already	vowed	to	God	to	do,	which	was	to	obey	him.	Then,	Jonah	declares	that	
salva2on	is	of	the	Lord,	meaning	that	the	safety	and	the	well-being	of	man's	
body	and	soul	are	in	the	hands	of	God	alone,	and	just	is	proclaiming	that	only	
God	can	help	protect	and	save	man,	and	there	are	none	else	that	can.	Of	course	
at	the	end	here,	we	see	that	God	speaks	to	the	fish,	and	it	vomits	Jonah	up	onto	
the	dry	land,	and	of	course	that's	how	this	whole	sec2on	ends.	

	 Let's	go	ahead	now	and	cover	the	main	doctrines	that	you're	going	to	need	to	
think	about	when	you're	going	over	this,	and	let's	go	through	them,	I	think	we	
have	five	here.	First	one	being,	"God	can	hear	man's	prayers	no	maSer	where	he	
is.	In	other	words,	there's	no	special	places	that	increase	our	chances	of	God	
hearing	us,	and	God	can	see	and	hear	all	things	at	all	2mes."	The	second	one	
here	is,	"Those	that	refuse	to	acknowledge	God	as	creator	and	king,	and	whom	
refuse	to	pray	for	forgiveness	for	their	sins	against	him,	forsake	mercy	that	could	
be	theirs."	The	third	one	is,	Salva2on	is	of	God.	Man's	physical	and	spiritual	
salva2on	are	both	works	of	God	alone."	

	 Number	four,	"God	is	lord	of	all	things	in	Heaven	and	on	Earth.	This	includes	the	
wind,	water,	and	even	the	fish	of	the	sea,	who	obey	his	commands."	And	
number	five,	"God	is	not	some	remote	observer.	He's	personally	involved,	and	
ac2vely	manages	and	controls	all	things	in	Heaven	and	on	Earth."	So	those	are	
the	five	doctrines	there	that	I	think	are	covered	here,	or	are	important	to	point	
out,	so	let's	now	go	over	these	doctrines	one	at	a	2me,	and	see	where	we	can	
find	them	in	these	passages	as	we	point	it	out	and	how	they	might	apply.	

	 The	first	one	is	that	"God	can	hear	man's	prayers	no	maSer	where	he	is."	We	see	
Jonah	now	having	been	in	the	belly	of	a	great	fish	that's	swimming	about	in	the	
water	for	three	days	and	nights,	and	he	begins	to	pray	to	God.	Jonah	knew	that	
God	is	everywhere,	and	can	see	man,	and	hear	man,	no	maSer	where	he	finds	
himself.	In	other	words,	there's	no	place	man	can	be	that	is	out	of	the	sight	and	
hearing	of	God,	and	this	situa2on	with	Jonah's	the	perfect	example	of	what	this	
means.	

	 The	next	doctrine	was,	"Those	that	refuse	to	acknowledge	God	as	creator	and	
kind,	and	whom	refuse	to	pray	for	forgiveness	of	their	sins	to	him	forsake	the	
mercy	that	could	be	theirs,"	and	this	is	preSy	basic	here	in	this	sec2on,	where	
Jonah	makes	his	declara2on	as	a	fact,	as	he	is	describing	in	this	prayer.	Jonah	
knows	something	about	God,	he's	kind,	merciful,	pa2ent,	and	forgiving	god,	who	
desires	to	see	sinners	repent	and	turn	from	their	wickedness.	Jonah	loved	this	
about	God.	In	fact,	he	depended	on	it	as	we	see	here.	

	 The	next	doctrine	was,	"The	salva2on	of	God,	man's	physical	and	spiritual	
salva2on	are	both	works	of	God	alone,	and	in	this	passage,	we	see	that	Jonah	
also	states	as	a	maSer	of	fact	again	that	salva2on	is	of	the	Lord.	Jonah	knew	that	
he	wanted	God's	help.	He	would	have	to	do	as	God	desired,	which	was	to	repent	
of	his	disobedience.	Jonah's	declara2on	is	just	a	repeat	of	the	First	
Commandment,	which	states,	"Thou	shall	have	no	other	gods	before	me,"	and	is	
also	a	prelude	to	the	statement	that	was	made	in	the	book	of	Acts	by	Peter,	
where	he	says,	"There	is	no	other	name	under	Heaven	whereby	men	must	be	
saved."	This	statement	by	Jonah	is	a	common	theme	throughout	the	en2re	
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Bible,	where	God	points	to	himself	as	the	way,	the	truth,	and	the	life,	and	
salva2on	os	of	the	Lord,	just	as	Jonah	declares,	and	of	course,	the	en2re	Bible	
again	and	again	repeats	this,	and	so	this	is	found	here	in	this	passage.	

	 The	next	doctrine	was,	"God	is	lord	of	all	things	in	Heaven	and	on	Earth.	This	
includes	the	wind,	water,	even	the	fish	of	the	sea	who	obey	his	commands,"	and	
of	course,	as	we	have	gone	through	just	this	sec2on	as	well,	we	see,	or	rather,	
we	have	seen	this	mul2ple	2mes	now,	how	the	passages	have	shown	God's	total	
and	absolute	control	over	all	things.	This	is	just	something	that	should	be	just	
repeated	again,	and	again,	and	again	to	your	students	to	recall,	because	God	
went	to	a	great	deal	of	trouble	to	show	his	power	through	Jonah	in	his	
circumstances,	and	we	should	be	careful	to	con2nue	to	repeat	the	lordship	of	
God	over	all	things,	so	we've	seen	him,	how	he	controls	the	wind,	we've	seen	
him	how	he	controls	the	water,	we've	seen	him	controlling	fish	here,	it's	just	a	
very	over-declara2on	of	God's	power	and	control.	

	 Number	five,	"God	is	not	a	remote	observer.	He	is	personally	involved,	and	
ac2vely	manages	and	controls	all	things	in	Heaven	and	on	Earth."	Here	again,	we	
see	how	God	not	only	put	Jonah	into	the	belly	of	this	great	fish	by	his	
providence	and	through	his	providence	and	planning,	but	he	also	heard	Jonah's	
prayer,	and	he	released	Jonah	from	his	prison	by	having	him	vomited	up	onto	
the	dry	land	by	the	fish.	So	these	are	showing	some	very	ac2ve	involvement	
here,	and	so	this	is	clearly	taught	and	is	something	that	our	students	should	
learn,	that	God	is	definitely	not	something	remote	observer,	but	clearly	directly	
involved.	

	 In	a	way	of	making	applica2on	to	your	children	or	students,	just	go	back	over	the	
facts	that	we've	already	kind	of	touched	on,	that	Jonah	shares	with	us	
concerning	the	character	of	God.	The	main	focus	of	your	applica2on	should	be	
that	the	student	evaluate	themselves	to	see	if	they	have	sinned,	and	if	that	is	
the	case,	they	should	seek	the	Lord	in	prayer,	and	plead	for	the	mercies	of	God	
and	his	forgiveness,	just	like	Jonah	did.	Now,	you	can	never	overstress	the	need	
for	self-examina2on	on	the	part	of	your	children	or	your	students,	and	the	need	
for	them	to	make	prayers	of	forgiveness	to	God,	kind	of	a	con2nual	prac2ce	
throughout	their	lives,	and	so	I	think	that's	kind	of,	as	your	making	applica2on,	
you	know,	this	is	definitely	the	way	you	should	start	and	the	way	you	should	
focus	on.	

	 I	think	that's	going	to	wrap	up	lesson	three	here	for	the	most	part.	Just	
remember,	this	was	en2tled	Prayer,	Mercy,	and	Salva2on,	and	more	informa2on,	
ques2ons,	answers,	true	and	false,	can	be	found	on	the	website,	www.moral-
founda2ons.com.	For	more	informa2on	but	between	the	2ps	here	I've	given,	
and	between	all	of	the	content	on	the	website,	you	should	be	able	to	give	your	
students	a	very	good	understanding	of	this	passage.	

Radio	Announcer:	 Thank	you	for	listening	to	the	Moral	Founda2ons	Podcast.	For	more	informa2on,	
please	visit	moral-founda2ons.com,	and	visit	Reconstruc2onistRadio.com	to	
listen	to	the	other	shows	on	our	podcast	network.	The	Reconstruc2onist	Radio	
Podcast	Network	brings	to	you	a	complete	line	up	of	podcasts	where	you	will	
hear	prac2cal	and	tac2cal	theology.	Our	desire's	not	simply	that	you	consume	
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our	shows,	but	that	you	also	live	out	your	faith	in	every	area	of	life.	We	can	talk	
all	day	long	about	these	things,	but	if	we	fail	to	put	them	into	prac2ce,	then	we	
fail	as	ambassadors	of	Jesus	Christ	our	King.	Subscribe	now	to	your	favorite	
Reconstruc2onist	Radio	Podcast	Network	shows,	or	you	can	subscribe	to	the	
Reconstruc2onist	Radio	master	feed,	where	all	of	the	content	we	produce,	
including	the	audiobooks	and	audio	ar2cles,	will	pop	up	as	soon	as	they're	
available,	and	don't	forget	to	visit	Reconstruc2onistRadio.com	to	volunteer	as	a	
narrator,	or	to	partner	with	this	ministry	financially.	May	the	Holy	Spirit	s2r	you	
into	ac2on	for	Christ	and	His	company.	
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