
 
 

This is lesson 4 of the systematic Bible study of the Book of Jonah 
which covers Jonah 3:1-10. Practical advice is given to parents and 
teachers on how to teach these verses, and important doctrines are 
pointed out and discussed. The doctrines being covered are: #1 - God 
does not need willing servants in order to act. #2 - The preaching of the 
Word of God has the power to convict men. Nothing else in needed. #3 
- Repentance requires more than a verbal declaration of repentance, it 
also requires a change of deeds. #4 - God has the power to punish, 
and he has the power to pardon. He does as he pleases. #5 - God is 
interested in what we do, not in just what we say.
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Radio	Announcer:	 The	Reconstruc2onist	Radio	Podcast	Network	presents	the	Moral	Founda2ons	
Podcast	with	Reverend	Jeremy	Walker,	where	you	will	learn	to	teach	the	bible	
line	upon	line	and	precept	upon	precept	in	a	systema2c	and	comprehensive	
manner.		

Jeremy	Walker:	 The	Moral	Founda2ons	Podcast	is	brought	to	you	by	the	GCS	Appren2ceship	
Program.	For	more	informa2on,	visit	www.gcsappren2ceship.com.	Now	this	is	
lesson	four	of	our	study	of	The	Book	of	Jonah	and	it's	en2tled	Preaching	
Repentance	and	Forgiveness.	To	follow	along	and	for	more	informa2on,	you	can	
go	to	the	website,	which	is	www.moral-founda2ons.com,	click	on	the	bible	
studies	link	and	find	The	Book	of	Jonah	and	we	are	lesson	four.	It's	going	to	
cover	Jonah	3:1-10	and	here	we're	just	going	to	go	ahead	and	jump	into	the	
plain	language	version	of	this	and	of	course,	you	should	be	reading	from	the	
bible	itself,	but	this	is	the	plain	language	version	to	help	foster	understanding.	
Let's	go	ahead	and	jump	into	the	passage	here.		

	 Now	we	begin	with	Jonah	having	God	command	him	for	the	second	2me	to	go	
to	Nineveh	and	to	preach	against	the	wickedness	of	the	people	there.	Now	
Jonah	this	2me	gets	up	and	heads	to	Nineveh	as	he	should	have	in	the	first	
place.	This	city	was	a	very	large	one.	It's	described	as	taking	three	days	to	walk	
from	one	side	to	the	other.	Very	large	city.	Jonah	reaches	the	city	and	then	walks	
one	day	into	the	city	un2l	he	reaches	roughly	the	center	of	the	city.	He	then	
begins	to	preach	and	has	a	very	specific	message.	It	wasn't	very	long,	nor	was	it	
very	detailed.		

	 He	simply	preached	that	in	40	days	Nineveh	was	going	to	be	overthrown,	which	
means	that	they	were	going	to	suffer	some	form	of	catastrophic	event	either	it	
be	supernatural,	like	a	fire	raining	down	from	the	sky,	or	from	some	other	more	
natural	means	such	as	an	invading	army.	The	people	of	Nineveh	heard	Jonah	and	
they	did	believe	God.	They	then	proclaimed	a	fast	and	put	on	sackcloth,	which	
means	that	they	would	not	eat	and	they	put	on	clothing	that	signify	that	they	
were	in	mourning	over	their	sins.	All	of	Nineveh	par2cipated	in	this	from	the	
very	top	and	most	important	people	in	the	city	to	the	lowest	and	poorest	of	the	
families	in	the	city.		

	 Now	the	king	of	Nineveh	then	also	leaves	his	throne	and	he	even	removes	his	
kingly	clothing	and	he	puts	on	sackcloth	and	he	also	mourns	with	the	people.	
Now	the	king	and	the	nobles	together	commanded	all	the	people	of	Nineveh,	
including	their	animals,	they	don't	eat,	they	don't	even	drink	water	during	this	
2me	of	mourning.	Of	course,	the	king	further	commands	beyond	just	the	not	
ea2ng,	not	drinking,	the	king	further	commands	that	they	are	going	to	be	
covered	in	sackcloth,	which	was	an	aWre	which	was	to	show	that	they	were	
mourning,	and	told	them	to	cry	out	to	God	for	forgiveness	and	for	mercy.	Very	
similar	to	what	Jonah	did.		

	 More	than	this,	the	king	commanded	the	people	to	have	a	change	of	direc2on	in	
their	lives	away	from	doing	evil	and	moving	towards	doing	good	and	to	cease	
any	current	evil	deeds	that	they	were	currently	involved	in.	Now	the	king	went	
on	to	explain	that	he	did	not	know	if	God	would	change	his	mind	concerning	the	
judgment	that	Nineveh	richly	deserved,	but	he	hoped	that	they	would	be	spared	
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and	allowed	to	live.	Lastly	of	course,	we	see	that	God	saw	what	the	people	did,	
how	they	had	purposely	decided	to	redirect	their	lives	away	from	being	
dedicated	to	evil,	and	they	will	be	dedicated	to	good.	They	also	repented	of	the	
evils	that	they	had	already	commiYed.		

	 God	decided	not	to	overthrew	the	city	as	he	had	Jonah	declare	unto	them	
because	of	how	they	reacted	towards	being	confronted	with	their	sins	and	being	
told	of	their	just	punishment	that	was	going	to	come	upon	them.	Now	that's	
kind	of	the	plain	language	version	of	what's	going	on	there.	Let's	go	ahead	and	
jump	into	some	doctrines	that	I	think	you	should	focus	on	that	I	think	are	
important.	The	first	being	is	that	God	does	not	need	willing	servants	in	order	to	
act.	The	second	being	that	preaching	of	the	word	of	God	has	the	power	to	
convict	men,	nothing	else	is	needed.	Number	three	is	repentance	requires	more	
than	a	verbal	declara2on	of	repentance.	It	also	requires	a	change	of	deeds	or	
ac2ons.		

	 Number	four,	God	has	the	power	to	punish,	and	he	also	has	the	power	to	
pardon,	and	he	does	as	he	pleases.	Number	five,	God	is	interested	in	what	we	
do,	not	in	just	what	we	say.	Let's	go	ahead	and	go	over	these	doctrines	and	see	
where	they're	found	in	these	passages	to	kind	of	back	up	this	stuff	and	why	you	
should	discuss	these	things	and	focus	on	them.	Let's	start	with	God	does	need	
willing	servants	in	order	to	act.	To	start	here,	God	is	not	looking	for	willing	
servants	to	act	through.	He's	a	king.	He	chooses	men	that	require	to	act	as	we	
see	here	in	the	story	of	Jonah	that	is.	Now	the	bible	is	full	of	stories	of	how	God	
works	through	men	like	Jonah	and	what	happens	when	he	commands	people	
into	ac2on	such	as	Jonah,	but	they	decide	not	to	do	as	they've	been	instructed.		

	 The	ques2on	is	not	really	if	God	needs	a	willing	servant,	rather	are	his	servants	
going	to	be	rewarded	for	their	obedience	or	are	they	going	to	be	punished	like	
Jonah	through	disobedience,	but	God	doesn't	come	to	men	and	ask	them	to	do	
things.	He	commands.	He	is	a	king.	This	is	a	very	important	fact	here.	Number	
two,	of	course,	was	the	preaching	of	the	word	of	God	has	the	power	to	convict	
men,	nothing	else	is	needed.	We	see	here,	of	course,	how	Jonah	was	preaching	
a	very	simple	message	of	imminent	doom.	He	did	not	try	to	argue	with	the	
people	of	Nineveh,	nor	did	he	try	to	convince	them	of	the	reality	of	the	God	that	
was	proclaiming	them	under	judgment.		

	 All	he	did	and	all	we	see	Jonah	doing	was	delivering	his	image	as	he	was	
commanded	to	the	people	that	he	commanded	to	give	it	to.	Now	the	complete	
and	total	repentance	on	the	part	of	the	en2re	inhabitants	of	Nineveh	was	not	
due	to	anything	necessarily	that	Jonah	did	because	I	think	Isaiah	55:11	here	is	
very	important.	We'll	just	kind	of	toss	it	out	there	real	quick,	but	it	says	this,	"So	
shall	my	word	be	that	goeth	forth	out	of	my	mouth:	it	shall	not	return	unto	me	
void,	but	it	shall	accomplish	that	which	I	please,	and	it	shall	prosper	in	the	thing	
whereto	I	sent	it."	We	can	see	this	here	very	clearly	in	the	Story	of	Jonah	and	the	
Ninevehites.	He	had	a	very	simple	message.	He	wasn't	even	a	person	who	really	
wanted	to	deliver	the	message	in	par2cular.		

	 He	was	isn't	even	wan2ng	the	people	to	be	saved,	but	as	we	see	here,	his	
message	had	an	absolute	effect.	The	en2re	city	was	convicted	from	the	king	
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down,	and	the	en2re	city	repented	of	their	sins	and	turned	from	their	ways.	
Here	the	preaching	the	word	of	God	is	powerful,	and	it	does	not	need	anything	
else.	If	we	do	what	God	wants	us	to	do,	it	will,	as	God	says,	perform	the	func2on	
that	it's	going	to	suppose	to	perform.	In	this	case,	Jonah	was	supposed	to	be	the	
instrument	with	a	very	simple	and	concise	message	to	bring	about	the	
repentance	of	an	en2re	na2on.	Number	three,	repentance	requires	more	than	a	
verbal	declara2on	of	repentance.	It	also	requires	a	change	of	deeds.	Now	we	see	
how	it	was	not	enough	for	the	people	to	just	refrain	from	ea2ng	and	drinking.		

	 It	was	not	enough	for	the	people	to	cry	out	to	God	for	mercy	and	many	prayers,	
but	the	people	had	to	have	a	change	of	direc2on	in	their	life.	From	a	life	devoted	
to	evil	to	a	life	devoted	to	good.	They	also	had	to	cease	from	their	current	sins	
that	they	were	involved	in.	See,	because	repentance	is	more	than	just	a	simple	
verbal	declara2on	and	acknowledgement	of	one's	sins,	but	repentance	is	a	
complete	change	of	life	and	ac2on.	A	life	that	was	once	in	rebellion	and	
disobedience	to	God	changes	to	one	in	submission	to	and	obedience	to	God.	
This	is	the	mark	of	true	repentance	and	this	is	what	we	can	see	here.	Number	
four,	God	has	a	power	to	punish,	and	he	has	the	power	to	pardon.		

	 He	does	as	he	pleases.	In	this	sec2on	here,	we	see	that	God	is	the	only	truly	free	
person.	He's	the	only	one	with	true	free	will.	He	can	do	as	he	pleases,	to	whom	
he	pleases	and	when	he	pleases.	He	can	declare	Nineveh	under	judgment,	and	
he	can	tell	them	that	in	40	days	they're	going	to	be	overthrown,	and	he	can	
change	his	mind	concerning	them	and	decide	to	have	mercy.	This	has	happened	
more	than	once	throughout	the	scriptures.	In	these	verses,	we	have	a	very	clear	
example	of	the	sovereignty	of	God	over	men	and	crea2on.	God	does	what	he	
wants	and	how	we	wants.	Number	five	was	that	God	is	interested	in	what	we	
do,	not	in	just	what	we	say.		

	 In	this	passage,	we	see	how	God	looked	at	their	works	and	how	the	people	of	
Nineveh	actually	did	turn	away	and	cease	from	doing	the	evil	they	were	guilty	of.	
He	also	heard	their	prayers	of	repentance	and	request	for	mercy.	Now	God	is	not	
manipulated	by	words	or	by	false	prayers.	He	does	more	than	hear	the	prayers	
of	men.	He	also	looks	to	their	ac2ons.	God	is	very	interested	in	more	than	just	
what	we	say.	He's	interested	in	what	we	do,	and	it's	clearly	taught	here.	Let's	go	
ahead	then	and	cover	a	few	things	or	areas	of	applica2on	that	you	should	cover	
with	your	students	or	your	children	from	these	passages.	I	think	that	our	
students	should	learn	through	God's	dealings	here	with	Nineveh	that	God	is	a	
very	merciful	and	forgiving	God,	but	he	is	not	a	God	that	could	be	fooled.		

	 Our	students	should	once	again	evaluate	themselves	on	a	daily	basis	to	see	how	
their	lives	match	up	when	compared	to	the	commandments	of	God.	Now	along	
with	this	self-evalua2on	should	be	prayers	to	God	that	they	will	be	able	to	see	
their	sins.	They	would	not	be	blind	to	them.	They	can	actually	see	them	and	that	
God	would	help	them	overcome	their	sins,	or	their	tempta2ons	to	sin,	so	they	
can	be	like	the	people	of	Nineveh.	They	can	bring	their	lives	in	conformity	with	
the	will	of	God.	Lastly,	our	students	should	learn	that	if	and	when	they	fall	short	
of	obedience	to	God,	that	they	turn	to	God	as	the	people	of	Nineveh	did	as	well	
and	ask	for	forgiveness	and	cease	from	doing	the	evil	that	they	did.		
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	 Because	only	by	asking	for	mercy	and	turning	away	from	the	sins	that	they've	
been	commiWng	will	our	students	and	our	children	find	the	mercies	of	God	as	
Jonah	did	and	as	the	people	of	Nineveh	did.	I	think	that's	a	preYy	good	place	to	
wrap	up	some	applica2ons	to	give	you	some	thought	for.	We're	going	to	wrap	up	
lesson	four,	which	was	en2tled	Preaching	Repentance	and	Forgiveness	and	don't	
forget	that	you	can	find	more	on	the	website	www.moral-founda2ons.com.		

Radio	Announcer:	 Thank	you	for	listening	to	the	Moral	Founda2ons	Podcast.	For	more	informa2on,	
please	visit	moral-founda2ons.com	and	visit	reconstruc2onistradio.com	to	listen	
to	the	other	shows	on	our	podcast	network.		

	 The	Reconstruc2onist	Radio	Podcast	Network	brings	to	you	a	complete	lineup	of	
podcasts	where	you	will	hear	prac2cal	and	tac2cal	theology.	Our	desire	is	not	
simply	that	you	consume	our	shows,	but	that	you	also	live	out	your	faith	in	every	
area	of	life.	We	can	talk	all	day	long	about	these	things,	but	if	we	fail	to	put	them	
into	prac2ce,	then	we	fail	as	ambassadors	of	Jesus	Christ	our	King.	Subscribe	
now	to	your	favorite	Reconstruc2onist	Radio	Podcast	Network	shows	or	you	can	
subscribe	to	the	Reconstruc2onist	Radio	Master	Feed	where	all	of	the	content	
we	produce	including	the	audiobooks	and	audio	ar2cles	will	pop	up	as	soon	as	
they	are	available.		

	 Don't	forget	to	visit	reconstruc2onistradio.com	to	volunteer	as	a	narrator	or	to	
partner	with	this	ministry	financially.	May	the	Holy	Spirit	s2r	you	into	ac2on	for	
Christ	and	his	kingdom.		
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