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This is lesson 5 of the systematic Bible study of the Book of Jonah 
which covers Jonah 4:1-6. Practical advice is given to parents and 
teachers on how to teach these verses, and important doctrines are 
pointed out and discussed. The doctrines being covered are: #1 - God 
is gracious. #2 - God is merciful. #3 - God is slow to anger. #4 - God 
has great kindness. #5 - God enjoys repenting, or refraining from 
punishing repentant men. #6 - God is kind even to those that despise 
His judgements.

Book of Jonah (Lesson 5)  
A Gracious God, an Angry Man, and a 

Gourd
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Radio	Announcer:	 The	Reconstruc2onist	Radio	Podcast	Network	presents	the	Moral	Founda2ons	
podcast	with	Reverend	Jeremy	Walker,	where	you	will	learn	to	teach	the	Bible	
line	upon	line	and	precept	upon	precept	in	a	systema2c	and	comprehensive	
manner.		

Jeremy	Walker:	 The	Moral	Founda2ons	podcast	is	brought	to	you	by	the	GCS	Appren2ceship	
Program.	For	more	informa2on	visit	www.GCSAppren2ceship.com.	This	is	lesson	
five	in	our	systema2c	study	of	the	Book	of	Jonah	and	it	is	en2tled,	A	Gracious	
God,	an	Angry	Man,	and	a	Gourd.	Now,	we'll	be	covering	Jonah	4,	1	through	6	in	
this	lesson	and	you	can	find	the	lesson	that	goes	along	with	this	podcast	episode	
on	the	Moral	Founda2ons	website	at	Moral-Founda2ons.com.	Once	on	the	
website,	you	can	click	on	the	Bible	studies	link	and	choose	the	Book	of	Jonah	
lesson	5	to	find	the	content	that	goes	along	with	this	episode.	Let's	go	ahead	
and	get	started	with	puRng	these	verses	into	plain	language	to	make	it	easier	to	
understand	and	to	teach.	

	 This	chapter	starts	with	Jonah	being	angry,	and	not	just	a	liTle	angry,	but	
exceedingly	angry.	Jonah	then	prays	to	God	not	for	mercy	this	2me,	or	for	help,	
but	to	complain.	He	begins	by	telling	God	that	he	knew	God	intended	to	be	
merciful	to	Nineveh	when	he	first	heard	that	God	is	going	to	send	him	there.	
This	is	why	he	ran	from	Nineveh,	rather	than	towards	it.	He	goes	on	to	explain	
how	he	knew	that	God	was	a	gracious	God,	a	merciful	God,	one	that	is	slow	to	
be	angry,	full	of	great	kindness,	and	one	that	enjoys	to	repent	or	withhold	His	
hand	of	judgment.	Now,	Jonah	then	makes	an	odd	request	of	God.	He	asks	God	
to	kill	him.	The	Ninevites	being	forgiven	by	God,	did	not	make	him	happy.	It	
infuriated	him.	Jonah	was	basically	saying,	"That	if	the	Ninevites	were	going	to	
live,	he	did	not	want	to."		

	 He	felt	like	the	sins	of	the	Ninevites	did	not	deserve	to	be	forgiven,	even	if	they	
repented.	Jonah	wanted	to	see	them	destroyed	and	he	had	absolutely	no	
compassion	for	them.	Well	then	God	answers	Jonah	by	asking	a	ques2on.	The	
ques2on	being,	"If	Jonah	was	right	to	be	angry	that	God	was	merciful	unto	the	
Ninevites	when	they	had	repented	and	turned	from	evil	ways."	Jonah	himself	
could	see	how	the	Ninevites	reacted	to	his	preaching	of	imminent	doom.	Jonah	
would	have	preferred	the	people	to	reject	what	he	was	saying	and	get	what	
Jonah	believed	was	righZully	theirs,	which	was	judgment.	Now,	Jonah	then	
leaves	the	city	and	he	goes	to	sit	on	a	hill	on	the	east	side	of	the	city	and	there	
he	made	himself	a	liTle	booth	where	he	could	sit	and	wait	to	see	what	would	
happen	to	the	city.	

	 Jonah	was	s2ll	hoping	to	see	the	city	destroyed.	A[er	all,	being	forgiven	by	God	
does	not	always	mean	that	the	guilty	person	avoids	any	temporal	consequences	
of	their	ac2ons.	Then	of	course,	we	then	learn	how	God	had	prepared	a	gourd	to	
grow	up	right	where	Jonah	was	siRng.	Now,	this	gourd	was	designed	to	give	
Jonah	shade	from	the	hot	sun	and	when	Jonah	saw	the	plant	grow	where	he	
was	at,	and	when	he	was	able	to	sit	underneath	the	plant	and	avoid	the	hot	sun,	
Jonah	was	exceedingly	happy	and	very	thankful	for	it.	Now,	that	of	course	is	the	
basic	reading	of	it	and	how	you	can	explain	the	text	itself.	Always	remember	to	
read	it	from	the	Bible	as	well.	That's	just	the	plain	language	version.	Now,	let's	
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go	ahead	and	look	at	some	of	the	doctrines	that	are	being	taught	here	in	these	
passages.		

	 Important	doctrine	number	one	is	that	God	is	gracious.	Important	doctrine	
number	two,	God	is	merciful.	Number	three,	God	is	slow	to	anger.	Number	four,	
God	has	great	kindness.	Number	five,	God	enjoys	repen2ng	or	refraining	from	
punishing	repentant	men.	Number	six,	God	is	kind	even	to	those	that	may	
despise	His	judgments.	Let's	now	go	over	where	we	might	find	these	doctrines	in	
these	verses.	We're	going	over	here	and	how	they	might	apply.	God	is	gracious	is	
the	first	one	and	God	is	shown	to	be	a	gracious	God	because	he	sent	Jonah	to	
Nineveh	in	the	first	place.	God	did	not	have	to	warn	Nineveh	of	its	sins	and	
proclaim	a	message	of	doom	against	them.	God	could've	just	destroyed	the	city,	
as	He	did	with	the	ci2es	of	Sodom	and	Gomorrah.		

	 The	second	one	here	was	God	is	merciful	and	God	does	not	have	to	refrain	His	
hand	of	judgment	when	it's	righZully	upon	those	that	deserve	it,	but	because	He	
is	merciful	he	prefers	to	have	mercy,	rather	than	judgment.	We	see	how	God	has	
mercy	on	the	Ninevites	when	He	sees	their	response	to	Jonah's	message	of	
doom,	which	shows	how	God	is	merciful.	The	next	one	was	is	how	God	is	slow	to	
anger	and	we	see	in	these	passages	how	Jonah	is	showing	contempt	and	anger	
towards	God,	because	God	was	going	to	be	merciful	to	the	Ninevites	and	was	
not	going	to	destroy	them	as	Jonah	thought	very	much	so	that	they	deserved.	
Jonah	even	asked	God	to	kill	him	because	he	is	so	angry	with	God's	mercy,	but	
did	God	get	angry	with	Jonah?	No,	instead	God	prepared	a	gourd	plant	to	relieve	
Jonah's	grief,	at	least	temporarily.		

	 The	next	one	was	God	has	great	kindness	and	the	kindness	of	God	is	reflected	in	
these	passages	as	we've	already	pointed	out	in	sending	Jonah	to	preach	to	
Nineveh	in	the	first	place.	We	also	see	the	kindness	of	God	in	giving	Jonah	a	
second	chance	to	go	to	Nineveh,	even	a[er	he	was	first	rebelled.	We	also	see	
how	God	prepared	a	gourd	plant	to	give	shade	to	Jonah	while	he	was	siRng	on	
the	hill	in	his	anger	towards	God	and	even	towards	the	people	of	Nineveh.	The	
next	one	was	God	enjoys	repen2ng,	or	refraining	from	punishing	men	that	are	
repentant.	We	see	in	these	verses	what	the	Ninevites	do	when	they're	told	
they're	about	to	be	destroyed	by	God	and	we	see	how	God	reacts	towards	them.	
We	see	the	same	thing	with	Jonah	when	he	prayed	for	mercy	and	forgiveness	
from	the	inside	of	the	belly	of	the	fish	and	we	saw	how	God	reacted	then	to	
Jonah,	how	God	enjoys	to	repent	and	actually	to	withhold	his	judgment	on	a	
repentant	person.	

	 Of	course,	the	last	one	here	was	number	six,	was	God	is	kind	even	to	those	that	
may	despise	His	judgments.	It's	because,	in	these	passages	we	see	Jonah	shows	
complete	and	uTer	contempt	to	God	when	it	becomes	clear	to	Jonah	that	God	is	
going	to	withhold	His	hand	of	judgment	from	Nineveh.	The	same	things	that	
Jonah	was	so	thankful	for	when	it	was	he	who	was	under	judgment,	and	he	who	
was	crying	out	for	mercy,	are	the	things	that	angered	him	when	applied	to	the	
Ninevites.	See,	God	wanted	the	mercies	of	God,	the	kindness	of	God	and	the	
graciousness	of	God	to	apply	to	himself,	but	not	to	other	people.	That	kind	of	
explains	where	these	doctrines	are	found	in	these	passages	we've	gone	over	and	
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how	your	students	can	find	them,	but	let's	go	ahead	and	see	some	ways	we	can	
apply	these	things	actually.	Let's	go	over	some	stuff	here.	

	 To	begin,	this	passage	concerns	itself	with	Jonah's	aRtude	towards	the	
Ninevites.	Your	students	should	be	taught	to	examine	themselves.	Are	they	like	
Jonah?	Do	they	want	God	to	forgive	them	of	their	sins	when	they	happen,	but	
do	they	at	the	same	2me	desire	that	others	are	punished?	Now,	this	is	a	very	
common	aRtude	to	have,	where	a	person	like	Jonah	wants	to	see	other	people	
get	what's	coming	to	them,	but	when	it's	their	turn	to	get	into	trouble	for	
something	they've	done,	they	want	mercy	and	a	second	chance.	In	MaThew	
6:11	through	15,	is	what	is	called	the	Lord's	Prayer	and	here's	a	very	important	
aspect	of	this	concept	because	in	verses	12	and	15	we	find	these	truths.	Like	in	
verse	12,	"And	forgive	us	our	debts	as	we	forgive	our	debtors."	In	verse	15,	"And	
if	you	forgive	not	men	their	trespasses,	neither	will	your	Father	forgive	your	
trespasses."	

	 Because	we	have	more	passages	beyond	just	these	about	this	concept	of	
forgiveness	of	other	people	and	what	you	want	for	yourself,	but	in	MaThew	
18:21	through	35	Christ	actually	tells	a	story	of	an	unrepentant	servant	who	
sought	the	mercies	from	the	Lord	whom	he	owed	a	very	large	debt	to.	This	one	
man	owed	a	very	large	debt	to	his	master.	When	the	Lord	or	the	master	granted	
him	mercy	and	even	forgave	the	massive	debt,	the	man	was	overly	grateful,	but	
when	he	went	home	and	it	came	2me	for	him	to	deal	with	another	man	that	
owed	him	personally	a	very	small	debt,	a	very	small	amount,	the	same	man	that	
was	forgiven	by	his	Lord,	was	not	forgiving	at	all.	He	took	the	man	that	owed	
him	this	very	small	debt	down	to	the	judges	to	be	punished	and	he	had	no	
mercy	on	the	other	man	and	he	would	not	forgive.		

	 Then	this	man's	Lord,	the	Lord	that	forgave	the	man	the	very	large	debt,	heard	
about	what	he	had	done	to	this	other	man	and	he	also	then	decided	not	to	
forgive	the	man's	debt.	This	man	that	owed	this	such	a	great	debt	at	once	was	
forgiven,	now	he	was	not	going	to	be	forgiven	of	this	debt	and	he	was	taken,	this	
unforgiven	man,	to	the	judges	to	be	punished,	but	much	more	severely	than	the	
other	because	of	the	great	debt.	See,	God	is	warning	us	in	these	passages,	as	in	
other	places	in	the	Bible,	not	to	have	an	unforgiving	spirit	towards	others,	while	
we	are	at	the	same	2me	desiring	forgiveness	for	ourselves.	If	we	are	unmerciful	
and	unforgiving	of	others	and	desire	to	see	them	punished,	then	we	will	in	turn	
be	held	at	the	same	standard	by	God.		

	 Now,	our	students	should	take	away	from	this,	they	should	at	all	2mes	take	on	
the	characteris2cs	of	God	being	taught	here	and	learn	to	imitate	Him.	They	
should	strive	to	be	gracious,	and	merciful,	slow	to	anger,	full	of	kindness,	and	
not	desirous	of	seeing	others	punished.	You	should	admonish	your	children	or	
your	students	to	examine	themselves	and	if	this	is	not	their	aRtude	towards	
other	people,	then	they	should	pray	to	God	for	help	so	that	they	could	find	the	
mercies	of	God	themselves	and	they	could	also	desire	other	people	to	find	the	
same	types	of	mercies	as	well	as	they're	repentant.	That'll	wrap	up	lesson	five.	
Hopefully,	this	will	give	you	some	things	to	think	about	and	don't	forget	that	the	
other	content	is	on	the	website	at	Moral-Founda2ons.com	and	this	has	been	
lesson	five.	It'll	wrap	up	lesson	five,	A	Gracious	God,	an	Angry	Man,	and	a	Gourd.		
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Radio	Announcer:	 Thank	you	for	listening	to	the	Moral	Founda2ons	podcast.	For	more	informa2on	
please	visit	Moral-Founda2ons.com	and	visit	Reconstruc2onistRadio.com	to	
listen	to	the	other	shows	on	our	podcast	network.		

	 The	Reconstruc2onist	Radio	Podcast	Network	brings	to	you	a	complete	lineup	of	
podcasts,	where	you	will	hear	prac2cal	and	tac2cal	theology.	Our	desire	is	not	
simply	that	you	consume	our	shows,	but	that	you	also	live	out	your	faith	in	every	
area	of	life.	We	can	talk	all	day	long	about	these	things,	but	if	we	fail	to	put	them	
into	prac2ce,	then	we	fail	as	ambassadors	of	Jesus	Christ,	our	King.	Subscribe	
now	to	your	favorite	Reconstruc2onist	Radio	Podcast	Network	shows,	or	you	can	
subscribe	to	the	Reconstruc2onist	Radio	master	feed	where	all	of	the	content	
we	produce,	including	the	audiobooks	and	audio	ar2cles	will	pop	up	as	soon	as	
they	are	available.	Don't	forget	to	visit	Reconstruc2onistRadio.com	to	volunteer	
as	a	narrator	or	to	partner	with	this	ministry	financially.	May	the	Holy	Spirit	s2r	
you	into	ac2on	for	Christ	and	His	Kingdom.		

How	did	Kerry	do?	
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If	you	rate	this	transcript	3	or	below,	Kerry	C	will	not	work	on	your	
future	orders	
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