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This is lesson 6 of the systematic Bible study of the Book of Jonah 
which covers Jonah 4:7-11. Practical advice is given to parents and 
teachers on how to teach these verses, and important doctrines are 
pointed out and discussed. The doctrines being covered are: #1 - God 
is personally and actively involved with every detail of life. Nothing 
happens without God's direct guidance, even a worm eating a specific 
plant at a specific time. He also commands the winds to do His bidding. 
#2 - God is the giver of life. All things in heaven and on earth borrow life 
from Him. #3 - God has compassion on whom he desires to have 
compassion, and on others he does not.

Book of Jonah (Lesson 6)  
A Worm, a Great City, & God's Pity
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Radio	Announcer:	 The	Reconstruc2onist	Radio	Podcast	Network	presents	The	Moral	Founda2ons	
podcast,	with	Reverend	Jeremy	Walker,	where	you	will	learn	to	teach	the	Bible	
line	upon	line	and	precept	upon	precept	in	a	systema2c	and	comprehensive	
manner.	

Jeremy	Walker:	 The	Moral	Founda2ons	Podcast	is	brought	to	you	by	the	GCS	appren2ceship	
program.	For	more	informa2on,	visit	www.gscappren2ceship.com.	This	is	lesson	
six	in	our	systema2c	study	of	the	book	of	Jonah	and	it	is	en2tled	A	Worm,	A	
Great	City,	and	God's	Pity.	We	will	be	covering	Jonah	4:7-11	in	this	lesson	and	
you'll	find	the	lesson	that	goes	along	with	this	podcast	episode	on	The	Moral	
Founda2ons	website	at	moral-founda2ons.com.	Once	on	the	website,	click	on	
the	Bible	studies	link	and	choose	the	book	of	Jonah	lesson	six	to	find	the	content	
that	goes	along	with	this	episode.	Let's	go	ahead	and	get	started	with	puRng	
these	verses	into	plain	language	and	to	make	it	easier	to	teach	and	to	
understand.	These	passages	start	with	a	declara2on	that	God	had	prepared	a	
worm	to	smite	or	eat	this	very	same	gourd	that	God	had	caused	to	grow	up	and	
relieve	Jonah's	grief.	

	 As	it	became	morning,	the	worm	does	what	God	has	sent	it	to	do	and	the	gourd	
plant	withers	and	dies.	Then	as	the	sun	begins	to	rise,	God	had	something	else	
prepared	for	Jonah	and	this	2me	it	was	a	vehement	wind,	or	a	forceful	and	
intense	east	wind.	The	sun	begins	to	beat	down	on	Jonah's	head	and	the	east	
wind	blows	in	hot	wind	that	makes	the	heat	of	the	sun	even	worse.	Jonah	
eventually	faints	due	to	the	hot	sun	and	the	hot	east	wind.	Jonah	is	now	at	a	
point	that	within	his	heart,	he	wishes	to	die	and	even	says	so	to	himself	that	it	
would	be	beSer	for	him	to	die	than	to	live.	God	at	this	point	is	geRng	to	the	
lesson	that	he	has	prepared	for	Jonah	to	learn.	The	gourd,	the	worm,	and	the	
strong	east	wind	were	all	part	of	the	lesson	that	God	was	going	to	teach	Jonah.	
God	asked	Jonah	if	he	had	a	right	to	be	angry	as	the	gourd	plant	died.	

	 Jonah	responds	that	he	does	indeed	have	a	right	to	be	angry	that	the	gourd	
plant	is	dead,	"even	unto	death,"	Jonah	says.	God	then	examines	Jonah's	
compassion	on	the	gourd	and	his	anger	that	it	was	now	dead	in	the	light	of	what	
Jonah	has	personally	invested	in	this	gourd.	God	begins	by	explaining	that	Jonah	
had	pity	on	the	gourd	when	it	died.	Even	though	Jonah	had	not	done	anything	
whatsoever	to	cause	it	to	be	planted,	cul2vated,	nurtured,	or	grown.	The	plant	
had	literally	sprung	up	overnight	and	had	perished	the	following	night.	Jonah	
was	not	invested	in	the	life	of	the	gourd,	nor	had	he	even	known	of	the	gourd	or	
been	relieved	by	its	shade	for	more	than	just	one	day.	

	 God	con2nues	to	explain	that	Jonah	had	pity	on	the	gourd	without	having	
anything	personal	invested	into	its	life	and	God	contrasts	the	life	of	the	gourd	
with	the	lives	of	all	the	inhabitants	of	Nineveh	because	the	city	of	Nineveh	had	
more	than	120,000	men,	women,	and	children	not	even	men2oning	all	the	
caSle	and	their	livestock.	God	explains	how	they	did	not	know	their	right	hand	
from	their	leY,	meaning	they	had	no	founda2on	for	the	morality	and	they	just	
did	whatever	they	thought	was	good	to	them.	God	was	explaining	to	Jonah	that	
as	the	creator	of	all	things	and	the	one	whom	all	things	borrow	life,	that	he	was	
the	one	that	created	and	brought	into	being	every	man,	woman,	child,	and	
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creature	that	inhabited	Nineveh.	He	was	the	one	that	daily	cared	for	their	every	
need	and	allowed	them	to	grow	and	to	prosper.	

	 He	was	explaining	to	Jonah	that	like	the	compassion	that	Jonah	had	for	the	
gourd	was	the	same	compassion	that	God	had	towards	the	people	of	Nineveh,	
with	the	excep2on	that	God	was	personally	invested	in	the	lives	of	the	people	of	
Nineveh	and	in	fact	was	their	source	of	life	and	the	sustainer	of	their	lives.	This	is	
where	we	leave	Jonah.	We're	not	told	what	happens	to	Jonah	aYer	this,	but	his	
life	and	lessons	are	ours	to	learn	from.	Let's	go	ahead	and	discuss	some	of	the	
important	doctrines	that	are	being	taught	in	these	passages	and	important	
doctrine	number	one	is	God	is	personally	and	ac2vely	involved	with	every	detail	
of	life.	Nothing	happens	without	God's	direct	guidance,	even	a	worm	ea2ng	a	
specific	plant	at	a	specific	2me.	He	also	commands	the	winds	to	do	his	bidding.	

	 Number	two	here	is	that	God	is	the	giver	of	life.	All	things	in	heaven	and	on	
earth	borrow	life	from	him.	Number	three.	God	has	compassion	on	whom	he	
desires	to	have	compassion	and	on	others,	he	does	not.	Now,	let's	go	over	these	
doctrines	and	see	where	they're	found	in	these	passages	we	just	went	over.	God	
is	personally	ac2vely	involved	with	every	detail	of	life.	We	find	this	in	the	fact	
that	the	doctrine	is	quite	clear	and	clearly	seen	in	the	situa2on	with	the	gourd,	
the	worm,	the	east	wind,	not	to	men2on	all	the	other	things	we've	already	seen	
in	the	book	of	Jonah	as	God	is	creator,	has	everything	at	his	disposal	to	bring	
about	his	will.	This	is	very	clearly	easily	seen	here	how	this	doctrine	is	taught.		

	 Next	one	of	course	is	how	God	is	the	giver	of	life	and	how	all	things	on	heaven	
and	earth	borrow	life	from	him.	God	points	out	how	Jonah	had	compassion	on	
the	gourd	which	he	had	not	done	anything	to	cause	it	to	come	into	being	such	as	
plan2ng	the	seed	nor	had	he	done	anything	to	cause	it	to	grow,	such	as	watering	
it	or	cul2va2ng	the	ground.	Of	course	this	is	contrasted	with	120,000	people	and	
animals	in	Nineveh	that	God	had	labored	for.	Brought	them	into	being	and	
actually	had	caused	them	to	grow.	This	is	where	this	was	clearly	found	here.	And	
of	course	the	doctrine,	with	the	third	one	was	God	has	compassion	on	whom	he	
desires	to	have	compassion.	

	 We've	seen	this	a	couple	2mes	already	how	God	had	compassion	on	Jonah	
when	he	was	in	the	belly	of	the	whale.	He	decided	to	allow	him	out.	We	also	see	
here	in	Nineveh	he	saw	Nineveh's	deeds	and	ac2ons	and	he	decided	to	forgive	
them	and	pardon	them	and	also	have	compassion	on	them.	In	so	many	other	
parts	of	the	Bible	that	is	not	the	case	and	there	are	many	people	who	are	not	
pardoned	for	their	sins.	They	are	not	forgiven	for	what	they	have	done	and	so	
they	do	end	up	coming	under	judgment.	God	does	have	this	compassion	at	
2mes	for	some	and	at	2mes,	not	for	others.	It's	not	something	that	all	men	can	
guarantee	they're	always	going	to	have	compassion,	but	we	do	have	a	
compassionate	God	and	so	you	have	to	go	to	the	one	seeking	that	compassion.	

	 Let's	go	ahead	and	discuss	how	these	doctrines	may	apply	to	the	lives	of	our	
students.	First	as	we	see	throughout	the	en2re	Bible,	God's	complete	and	
absolute	sovereignty	are	declared	just	again	and	again.	You	as	a	teacher	should	
seek	to	go	over	this	topic	repeatedly	again	and	again	as	you	see	it	come	up	
because	it's	going	to	keep	coming	up.	It's	not	important	if	it	is	something	that	

Jonah-Lesson-6-FINAL (Completed  08/22/17) Page !  of !  3 5



   

happens	in	the	life	of	the	child	or	on	a	personal	level	or	something	that	happens	
on	a	global	scale	like	countries	going	to	war	with	one	another,	but	all	things	no	
maSer	how	big	or	how	small	come	about	only	by	the	will	and	permission	of	
God.	This	is	something	that	you	definitely	need	to	con2nue	to	teach	your	
students	and	make	sure	that	you	get	across.		

	 Secondly,	we	should	make	sure	that	our	students	understand	that	all	things	
borrow	life	from	God.	Nothing	lives	that	was	not	given	life	by	God	personally.	
This	means	plants,	insects,	animals,	and	of	course	people.	Life	is	not	something	
that	just	happens.	It	is	something	that	is	caused	to	come	about	by	the	will	and	
power	and	giY	of	God.	Lastly,	it	is	important	that	our	students	understand	that	
God	did	not	have	to	have	compassion	on	the	people	of	Nineveh	as	we	briefly	
discussed	already.	Romans	nine	is	a	good	place	that	explains	how	God	has	
compassion	on	whom	he	will.	If	he	does	not	want	to	have	compassion	on	
another,	then	he	does	not.	This	means	that	man	can	not	expect	the	compassion	
of	God	at	all	2mes.	This	is	something	that	our	students	should	understand.	That	
God	definitely	is	a	forgiving	God,	but	it	is	also	important	that	they	also	
understand	the	severity	of	God.	They	need	to	have	a	proper	view	of	God	and	not	
one	built	on	half	truths.	

	 That'll	wrap	up	this	lesson	and	you	can	also	find	more	ques2ons,	answers,	true	
and	false	on	the	website	at	moral-founda2ons.com	and	of	course	this	has	been	
lesson	six.	The	last	one	in	the	book	of	Jonah.	This	will	wrap	up	lesson	six	of	the	
book	of	Jonah.	A	Worm,	A	Great	City,	and	God's	Pity.	

Radio	Announcer:	 Thank	you	for	listening	to	the	Moral	Founda2ons	podcast.	For	more	informa2on,	
please	visit	moral-founda2ons.com	and	visit	reconstruc2onistradio.com	to	listen	
to	the	other	shows	on	our	podcast	network.	

	 The	Reconstruc2onist	Radio	Podcast	Network	brings	to	you	a	complete	lineup	of	
podcasts	where	you	will	hear	prac2cal	and	tac2cal	theology.	Our	desire	is	not	
simply	that	you	consume	our	shows,	but	that	you	also	live	out	your	faith	in	every	
area	of	life.	We	can	talk	all	day	long	about	these	things,	but	if	we	fail	to	put	them	
into	prac2ce,	then	we	fail	as	ambassadors	of	Jesus	Christ	our	king.	Subscribe	
now	to	your	favorite	Reconstruc2onist	Radio	Podcast	Network	shows	or	you	can	
subscribe	to	the	Reconstruc2onist	Radio	master	feed	where	all	of	the	content	
we	produce,	including	the	audiobooks	and	audio	ar2cles	will	pop	up	as	soon	as	
they	are	available.	Don't	forget	to	visit	reconstruc2onistradio.com	to	volunteer	
as	a	narrator	or	to	partner	with	this	ministry	financially.	May	the	Holy	Spirit	s2r	
you	into	ac2on	for	Christ	and	his	kingdom.		

How	did	Carmen	do?	
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If	you	rate	this	transcript	3	or	below,	Carmen	S	will	not	work	on	your	
future	orders	
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