
 

The book of Jonah is more than a story about a rebellious prophet that 
tried to run from God and got swallowed by a great fish. It is THE KEY 
book of the Bible, in many ways, that lays the foundation of the death, 
burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. It declares the complete and 
total foreknowledge and providence of God. And it foreshadows the 
coming Great Commission where God calls all men to repentance. This 
introduction episode to the Book of Jonah explains how the teacher 
should view and teach all the lessons from Jonah.

Book Jonah - Overview & Insights
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Radio	Announcer:	 The	Reconstruc2onist	Radio	Podcast	Network	presents	the	Moral	Founda2ons	
Podcast	with	Reverend	Jeremy	Walker,	where	you	will	learn	to	teach	the	Bible	
line	upon	line	and	precept	upon	precept	in	a	systema2c	and	comprehensive	
manner.		

Jeremy	Walker:	 The	Moral	Founda2ons	Podcast	is	brought	to	you	by	the	GCS	Appren2ceship	
Program.	For	more	informa2on,	visit	www.gcsappren2ceship.com.	The	Book	of	
Jonah	is	one	of	the	systema2c	Bible	studies	available	on	the	Moral	Founda2ons	
website,	which	can	be	found	at	moral-founda2ons.com.	Click	on	the	Bible	
Studies	link,	and	you	can	find	the	Book	of	Jonah.	This	episode	is	going	to	be	kind	
of	an	overview	and	some	insights	to	the	Book	of	Jonah	itself,	and	so	let's	go	
ahead	and	get	started	to	discuss	a	liLle	bit	about	the	book	and	discuss	how	it's	
very	important.	

	 Now	the	Book	of	Jonah	is	not	a	very	long	book.	In	fact,	it	only	has	four	chapters.	
It's	easy	to	think	of	the	Book	of	Jonah	as	simply	an	entertaining	story	for	us	to	
tell	children	about	a	man	that	gets	swallowed	by	a	big	fish.	Now,	I	recall	hearing	
the	story	of	Jonah	many	2mes	growing	up	in	church	and	also	in	Sunday	School.	
Not	too	long	ago	the	Veggie	Tales	series	produced	a	cute	liLle	movie	about	
Jonah	--	he	was	an	asparagus	--	that	went	to	Nineveh	to	tell	the	people	there	to	
stop	slapping	people	with	fish.	So,	it's	very	easy	to	get	this	idea	that	it's	some	
kind	of	a	kids'	story,	some	cute	story	we	teach	to	children.	

	 Now,	it's	very	easy	to	forget	that	the	Book	of	Jonah	is	in	the	Bible	because	it	is	
telling	us	something	that	God	wants	us	to	learn.	There	is	much	more	to	the	Book	
of	Jonah	than	just	a	story	about	a	man	who	tries	to	run	away	from	God,	gets	
swallowed	by	a	fish,	and	eventually	preaches	to	a	city,	which	repented	their	
deeds.	In	MaLhew	12,	Jesus	is	dealing	with	people	that	want	a	sign	from	Jesus	
to	prove	his	claims	of	being	the	Messiah.	He	tells	them	that	they	would	be	given	
no	signs	at	all,	none	at	all,	except	one,	and	that	was	the	sign	of	Jonah,	who	was	
three	days	and	three	nights	in	the	belly	of	the	fish.	He,	the	son	of	man,	would	
also	be	in	the	heart	of	the	earth	three	days	and	nights.	

	 Now,	this	means	that	the	story	and	circumstances	of	Jonah	is	much	more	than	
just	a	story	about	a	man	that	was	punished	by	God	for	disobedience	by	being	
swallowed	by	a	fish	or	even	a	story	about	how	God	wanted	to	help	a	city	full	of	
people.	It	means	that	God	knew	what	Jonah	was	going	to	do	when	he	was	told	
to	go	to	Nineveh.	God	knew	Jonah	would	jump	on	a	boat	going	the	wrong	
direc2on.	God	knew	that	Jonah	would	suggest	to	the	mariners	to	throw	him	into	
the	sea.	God	had	a	great	fish	prepared	to	receive	Jonah	once	he	was	thrown	
overboard.	God	had	already	planned	how	long	Jonah	would	be	required	to	stay	
in	the	belly	of	the	great	fish,	that	being	the	three	days	and	the	three	nights.	

	 This	situa2on	would	be	used	by	Christ	himself	as	a	descrip2on	of	what	was	going	
to	happen	to	him	many,	many	years	later.	In	fact,	the	en2rety	of	the	Chris2an	
faith	hangs	on	the	death,	burial,	and	resurrec2on	of	Jesus	Christ,	of	which	Jonah	
was	the	sign	of	things	to	come.	Now,	when	we	see	this,	one	thing	should	strike	
us,	and	that	is	the	complete	and	total	planning	of	God	throughout	all	of	2me	
and	history.	God	is	not	like	man.	Men	have	plans	based	on	limited	informa2on,	
built	on	limited	personal	experience,	and	absolutely	no	knowledge	of	the	future.	
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God,	however,	when	he	makes	plans,	he	makes	plans	with	perfect	knowledge	of	
the	past,	perfect	knowledge	of	the	present,	and	he	also	has	perfect	knowledge	
of	the	future.	

	 In	fact,	in	Acts	15	we	have	the	declara2on	that	known	unto	God	are	all	of	his	
works	from	the	beginning	of	the	world.	In	Isaiah	46	we	have	the	declara2on	that	
God	declared,	or	decided,	the	end	from	the	beginning,	and	from	the	ancient	
2mes	the	things	that	are	not	yet	done.	He	said	that	his	counsel	shall	stand	and	
that	he	would	do	all	of	his	pleasure.	Now	this	means	that	all	things	are	
happening	exactly	according	to	the	will	of	God.	There	is	nothing	that	has	come	
to	pass	or	that	will	take	place	in	the	future	that	God	has	not	fully	and	completely	
planned	and	desired	to	come	about,	absolutely	nothing.	

	 Now,	this	is	a	problem	for	many	people,	and	it	may	even	be	denied	by	many	
people,	but	the	scripture	are	quite	clear	that	this	is	true.	A	good	place	to	go	for	
those	that	may	find	fault	with	God	for	allowing	certain	things	to	come	about	is	
the	Book	of	Job.	In	Job	40	and	42	we	have	Job's	interview	with	God,	where	God	
has	allowed	all	10	of	Job's	children	to	die.	All	of	his	possessions	have	been	
stolen,	and	all	of	his	friends	and	even	his	wife	have	turned	against	him	and	even	
allowed	Job's	health	to	be	taken	from	him.	Now,	Job	is	then	confronted	by	God,	
and	God	begins	to	ask	him	ques2ons,	which	he	can't	give	an	answer	to,	of	
course.	Things	that	only	God	can	know	is	what	he	asks.	

	 God	asked	Job	if	he	would	disannul	God's	judgments	or	his	decisions.	He	is	asked	
if	he	would	condemn	God	so	that	he	himself	could	be	righteous.	Now,	sadly,	this	
is	exactly	what	men	aLempt	to	do,	men	with	a	lifespan	that	might	be	a	hundred	
years,	if	they're	blessed	and	fortunate,	the	same	type	of	men	with	a	short	
lifespan,	who	have	no	knowledge	of	the	past.	They	have	very	limited	knowledge	
of	their	current	present.	They're	also	working	with	a	very	limited	and	finite	
intellect	and	they	have	no	knowledge	of	the	future,	but	these	are	going	to	try	to	
sit	in	judgment	over	God.	In	fact,	these	men	would	say,	"If	I	was	God,	I	wouldn't	
allow	that,"	or	"I	wouldn't	have	done	that."	

	 Now,	it	is	as	if	a	child	aLempts	to	ques2on	their	parents	concerning	their	
decisions,	except	infinitely	worse.	Now,	Job's	reac2on	is	not	to	confront	God	and	
demand	that	he	answer	for	the	things	that	God	allowed	to	happen	to	him,	or	to	
his	family,	or	to	his	possessions.	He	instead	places	his	hand	upon	his	mouth	and	
he	refuses	to	speak.	He	acknowledges	that	the	things	of	God	are	too	wonderful	
for	him	to	understand.	Job	refused	to	ques2on	and	condemn	the	will	and	
counsel	of	God	concerning	his	life	and	the	life	of	his	family.	

	 Now,	Job	shows	us	what	worship	really	means.	Worship	is	when	man	calls	all	the	
ac2ons	and	deeds	of	God	"good."	This	means	that	man	accepts	what	God	has	
done,	what	God	is	doing,	and	what	God	will	do,	and	calls	it	"good"	and	"right."	
Now,	Job	says	of	God,	"The	Lord	giveth	and	the	Lord	taketh	away.	Blessed	be	the	
name	of	the	Lord."	This	is	what	it	means	to	worship	God,	because	men	desire	to	
ques2on	God	and	his	judgments	concerning	their	lives	and	the	lives	of	others	as	
if	they	were	their	own.	They	forget	that	man	has	nothing,	as	Job	explains,	that	
was	not	first	given	to	them	by	God.	Rather	than	being	grateful	for	their	life,	for	
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their	possessions,	for	their	health	that	they	possess,	they	view	all	these	things	as	
a	right	rather	than	a	gi[.	

	 Now,	all	this	is	brought	up	to	explain	that	when	we	teach	and	when	we	read	the	
Bible,	we	have	to	do	so	with	the	understanding	that	all	things	are	connected	--	
there's	a	plan	--	the	good	and	the	bad.	Jonah	had	no	idea	that	what	was	
happening	to	him	was	part	of	a	much	larger	plan,	whereby	his	punishment	
would	be	the	one	and	only	sign	that	Christ	would	give	as	proof	of	him	being	the	
Messiah.	Now,	it	is	important	that	the	Bible	teacher	always	keep	this	concept	in	
mind	as	they	read	and	as	they	teach.	What	the	teacher	will	find	is	that	2me	and	
again	the	Bible	makes	reference	to	itself	again	and	again.	So,	as	you	teach	the	
story	of	Jonah,	make	sure	that	you	do	not	forget	to	point	out	this	fact	of	Jonah's	
2me	in	the	belly	of	the	fish	actually	being	a	foretelling	of	things	to	come	
concerning	Christ.	

	 Another	important	aspect	that	is	o[en	overlooked	is	how	the	en2re	story	of	
Jonah	is	a	shadow	of	things	to	come	concerning	the	Great	Commission,	which	of	
course	is	in	MaLhew	28	and	other	places.	Now,	Christ	told	his	disciples	that	all	
power	in	heaven	and	earth	had	been	given	to	him	and	that	he	was	commanding	
his	disciples	to	teach	all	na2ons,	bap2zing	them	in	the	name	of	the	Father,	the	
Son,	and	the	Holy	Ghost,	and	they	were	supposed	to	teach	them	all	things	that	
he	had	commanded	them.		

	 Now,	to	break	down	a	few	ways	how	the	Book	of	Jonah	parallels	with	the	Great	
Commission	and	our	duty	today,	we	can	lay	out	a	few	things.	First	of	all,	we	
have:	God	gave	Jonah	a	command	to	go	to	Nineveh	and	to	confront	them	with	
their	sins.	Well,	in	Acts	17,	we	see	how	the	Great	Commission	was	being	
followed	by	the	disciples,	when	they	were	confron2ng	men	with	their	sins,	
declaring	that	God	is	commanding	all	men	everywhere	to	repent	or	face	
judgment.	So,	here's	a	parallel	right	here.	

	 Number	two:	We	see	that	Jonah	had	a	message	of	imminent	doom	that	would	
come	upon	Nineveh	because	of	their	sins,	and	of	course	we	see	the	disciples	in	
the	New	Testament	had	a	message	of	imminent	return	of	the	Lord	and	the	
judgment	that	would	come	upon	all	men	because	of	their	sins.	Here's	another	
parallel.	

	 Number	three:	We	see	how	Jonah's	message	caused	the	people	of	Nineveh	to	
be	convicted	of	their	sins,	and	they	believed	God.	We	also	see	that	all	
throughout	the	New	Testament,	whereas	the	disciples	preached,	some	men	
were	convicted	of	their	sins	and	they	also	believed	--	another	parallel.		

	 Number	four:	We	see	how	the	people	of	Nineveh	turned	to	God	in	prayers	of	
repentance.	We	also	see	in	the	New	Testament	where	those	that	heard	the	
message	of	the	gospel	were	called	to	repentance	and	told	to	call	on	the	name	of	
the	Lord	to	make	prayers	of	repentance	--	also	a	parallel.	

	 Number	five:	We	see	how	Nineveh's	king	told	them	to	turn	from	their	evil	ways.	
In	the	New	Testament	we	see	that	Paul	is	telling	those	that	believe	they	were	
not	to	let	sin	reign	in	their	mortal	bodies.	They	were	to	have	a	new	direc2on	of	
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life,	one	that	turns	away	from	disobedience	to	God	and	one	that	brings	their	life	
into	obedience	to	God.	So,	here's	another	parallel.	

	 Number	six:	We	also	see	how	the	king	of	Nineveh	tells	his	people	that	they	must	
put	away	the	evil	that	they're	currently	doing,	the	things	that	were	in	their	
hands.	Of	course,	in	the	Book	of	James,	we	see	how	faith	without	works	is	dead.	
In	other	words,	praying	for	forgiveness	was	not	enough.	Man	had	to	ac2vely	
cease	from	the	sins	they	were	currently	commi`ng	if	they	were	going	to	find	
forgiveness	--	another	parallel.	

	 Of	course,	number	seven,	we	see	here.	We	also	see	how	God	heard	the	prayers	
of	the	Ninevites	and	saw	their	change	of	deeds,	and	he	pardoned	them	and	
forgave	them.	Of	course,	the	parallel	to	this	is	in	MaLhew	7.	We	see	Christ	
explaining	that	God	is	not	fooled	by	words	of	men	that	profess	to	love	him.	He	
sees	their	deeds,	and	only	those	whose	deeds	are	in	alignment	with	the	will	of	
God	will	be	saved,	just	like	Nineveh,	which	is	of	course	a	parallel.	

	 Now	I	think	it's	important	that	you	as	a	teach	pay	aLen2on	to	the	story	of	Jonah	
and	make	your	students	understand	this	parallel	and	how	it	applies	to	us	today	
as	we're	just	poin2ng	out	here,	because	the	story	of	Jonah	is	far	more	important	
and	in-depth	than	just	a	cute	story	which	we	tell	children	in	Sunday	School.	It's	a	
book	that	holds	the	key	to	the	death,	burial,	and	resurrec2on	of	Jesus	Christ.	It's	
an	example	of	the	duty	given	to	each	disciple	of	Christ	in	the	Great	Commission,	
specifically	what	our	a`tude	should	be	towards	unbelievers,	and	that	is	one	of	
compassion	and	a	willingness	to	go	out	there	and	teach	and	to	preach,	which	of	
course,	as	we	see,	is	taught	throughout	Jonah.	

	 Now,	God	sent	Jonah	to	Nineveh,	because	he	had	compassion	on	them,	and	he	
has	sent	us	today	to	the	world,	because	he	wished	to	have	compassion	on	them	
that	believe,	just	as	Nineveh	did.	But,	if	man	is	to	find	the	compassion	of	God,	he	
must	do	as	the	people	of	Nineveh	did,	and	that	means	having	more	than	a	
verbal	profession	of	faith.	They	must	also	have	a	complete	change	of	a`tude	
and	life,	of	deeds.	Many	that	hear	the	gospel	message	will	not	receive	it,	as	the	
people	of	Nineveh	did,	but	those	that	do	will	receive	the	pardon	and	forgiveness	
of	God.	

	 So,	when	you're	teaching	these	specific	lessons	and	you're	dealing	with	the	
contents	specifically	in	those	verses,	it's	important	to	go	over	that	content.	Make	
sure	your	students	are	absorbing	that	content,	understanding	that	content,	
making	applica2on	with	that	content,	but	also	having	a	broad	scope,	a	broad	
overview,	about	what	the	Book	of	Jonah	is,	because	it's	more	than	just	a	story	
about	Jonah.	It's	a	story	about	Christ.	It's	more	than	just	a	story	about	Nineveh.	
It's	a	story	about	the	world.	It's	more	than	a	story	about	Jonah	being	sent.	It's	
about	the	Great	Commission,	and	all	Chris2ans	are	being	sent	to	the	world.	So,	
as	you're	teaching	this	throughout	the	en2re	Book	of	Jonah,	going	through	the	
lessons,	keep	this	in	mind.	

	 That	will	wrap	up	this	introduc2on	of	the	Book	of	Jonah.	I	hope	it	gives	you	
helpful	2ps	of	how	to	help	your	students	understand	the	Book	of	Jonah	and	
what	it	means	for	them.	
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Radio	Announcer:	 Thank	you	for	listening	to	the	Moral	Founda2ons	Podcast.	For	more	informa2on	
please	visit	moral-founda2ons.com	and	visit	reconstruc2onistradio.com	to	listen	
to	the	other	shows	on	our	podcast	network.	

	 The	Reconstruc2onist	Radio	Podcast	Network	brings	to	you	a	complete	lineup	of	
podcasts,	where	you	will	hear	prac2cal	and	tac2cal	theology.	Our	desire	is	not	
simply	that	you	consume	our	shows,	but	that	you	also	live	out	your	faith	in	every	
area	of	life.	We	can	talk	all	day	long	about	these	things,	but	if	we	fail	to	put	them	
into	prac2ce,	then	we	fail	as	ambassadors	of	Jesus	Christ,	Our	King.	

	 Subscribe	now	to	your	favorite	Reconstruc2onist	Radio	Podcast	Network	shows,	
or	you	can	subscribe	to	the	Reconstruc2onist	Radio	master	feed,	where	all	of	
the	content	we	produce,	including	the	audiobooks	and	audio	ar2cles	will	pop	up	
as	soon	as	they	are	available.	Don't	forget	to	visit	reconstruc2onistradio.com	to	
volunteer	as	a	narrator	or	to	partner	with	this	ministry	financially.	May	the	Holy	
Spirit	s2r	you	into	ac2on	for	Christ	and	his	kingdom.	
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