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Jar of Fireflies

Butterfly Painting

Materials:
1. Yellow Finger Paint
2. Small Paint Brush
3. Jars of Fireflies pa-
per cut-out. (Works best 
when printed on 110lb 
white paper.)

Step #1
Write a number on the 
Jar of Fireflies with a 
marker. (Any number 
can be written.)

Step #3
Once completed write the 
child’s name on the Jar 
of Fireflies and send it 
home.

Step #2
Paint the child’s thumb 
and have them place 
their thumb anywhere on 
the Jar. Make as many 
thumbprint fireflies as 
the number on the jar. 
(Reapply paint as need-
ed.)

Materials:
1. Any color or finger 
paint
2. Small Paint Brush
3. Butterfly paper cut-out 
(Works best with 110lb 
paper.)

Step #1
Have child choose one or 
more colors to paint their 
paper butterfly. Write 
the child’s name on the 
butterfly. (This is easier 
to do before the butterfly 
is painted.)

Step #3
Once comple, let the pa-
per butterfly dry. Tape a 
12 in. piece of yarn to the 
back and send it home.

Step #2
Give each child plenty of 
time to paint their butter-
fly as needed.
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Metamorphosis
Materials:

1. Metamorphosis paper 
cut-out. (Works best on 
110lb paper.)
2. Rice
3. Rotini Pasta
4. Shell Pasta (Medium)
5. Bow Tie Pasta
6. Glue

Step #1
Place glue on the first leaf 
labeled “Egg“ nad have 
the child place the pieces 
of Rice on the glue area.

Step #2
Place glue on the second 
leaf labeled “Caterpillar“ 
and have the child place 
the piece of Rotini Pasta 
on the glue area.

Step #4
Place glue on the fourth 
area labeled “Butterfly“ 
and have the child place 
the piece of Bow Tie Pas-
ta on the glue area.

Step #5
Now that the Metamor-
phosis cut-out is com-
plete, place it in a small 
ziplock bag along with 
the small paper that says 
“Metamorphosis.“ Write 
the child’s name on the 
bag and send it home.

Step #3
Place glue on the third 
leaf labeled “Pupa“ and 
have the child place the 
piece of Shell Pasta on 
the glue area.

What is Metamorphosis?

Metamorphosis is a complete change of physical form or substance.

Example: 
A caterpillare changing into a butterfly, or a tadpole changing into a frog.



College Can Begin At 2 - Preschool Curriculum (www.collegecanbeginat2.com)

Lady Bug Spots Painting
Materials:

1. Lady Bug Template
2. Red & Black Construc-
tion Paper
3. Scissors
4. Black Finger Paint
5. Small Paint Brush
6. Glue

Step #1
Use the templates to cut 
out the Lady Bug shapes 
that are needed:
1. Head (Black)
2. Body (Black)
3. Wings x2 (Red)

Step #2
Have the child glue the 
Lady Bugs head just un-
der the top of the body so 
it pokes out of the top.

Step #5
Now that the Lady Bug is 
complete, be sure to write 
the child’s name on their 
Lady Bug and sned it 
home once it is dry.

Step #4
The child will then use 
the small paint brush (or 
their finger) to make as 
many, or as few, black 
spots they want to be on 
their lady bug.

Step #3
Have the child then glue 
both of the Lady Bugs 
wings onto the body.



College Can Begin At 2 - Preschool Curriculum (www.collegecanbeginat2.com)

Play Dough Creations

Play Dough Creations - Worm

All Play Dough Creations can be made out of any color 
play dough you have to use.

(Optional)
After children make their creation it should be placed 
in a small ziplock bag and sent home with the child

Materials:
Various colors of play 
dough can be used. (Work 
with what you’ve got.)

1. Orange Play Dough
2. Small Ziplock Bag

Step #1
Take a small amount of 
orange play dough and 
roll it with your hand 
on the table to give it a 
“snake like“ shape.

Step #3
Lastly, use the point of a 
pencil to make lines all 
over the worms body to 
give it texture.

Step #2
Next, give the worm a 
better form by curving 
the body, or lifting the 
head.
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Play Dough Creations - Lady Bug

Play Dough Creations - Caterpillar

Materials:
Various colors of play 
dough can be used. (Work 
with what you’ve got.)

1. Red Play Dough
2. White Play Dough
3. Small Ziplock Bag

Step #1
Take a sall amount of Red 
play dough and make a 
small ball that is flat on 
the bottom.

Step #2
Next, take six small balls 
of white play dough and 
push three of them onto 
each side. Then use the 
point of a pencil and draw 
a line down the middle 
and off to the sides to 
form the wings.

Materials:
Various colors of play 
dough can be used. (Work 
with what you’ve got.)

1. Purple play dough.
2. Small Ziplock Bag

Step #1
Take a small amount of 
play dough and roll it on 
the table with your hand 
to make a “snak shape.“

Step #3
Optionally, add two small 
amounts of white play 
dough, and then two 
small smounts of black 
play dough, to give the 
caterpillar eyes.

Step #2
Make small amounts of 
the same color and push 
them on top of the “snake 
shape.“ Arch the middle 
to give the caterpillar it’s 
shape. 

Step #3
Take a small ball of white 
play dough and put it 
under the front of the 
boy to form the lady bugs 
head. Then add two small 
amounts of white play 
dough to make antennas.
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Play Dough Creations - Butterfly

Play Dough Creations - Spider

Materials:
Various colors of play 
dough can be used. (Work 
with what you’ve got.)

1. Blue Play Dough
2. White Play Dough
2. Small Ziplock Bag

Step #1
Take a small amount 
of Blue play dough and 
create the shape of the 
butterflies wings.

Step #2
Next, use White play 
dough to create the 
butterflies body and two 
antennas.

Materials:
Various colors of play 
dough can be used. (Work 
with what you’ve got.)

1. Black Play Dough
2. Small Ziplock Bag

Step #1
Take a small amount of 
Black play dough and 
form a ball. Then make 
eight 2 in. leg pieces by 
rolling the play dough out 
with your hand on the 
table.

Step #2
Take each leg and attach 
it to the top of the body 
by pushing down on the 
top. Curve each leg and 
push down a little on the 
foot to give the legs the 
ability to stay standing.

Step #3
Then, push the butterfly 
body onto the center of 
the wings. Make four 
white balls of play dough 
and push them down 
onto each wing. Lastly, 
use two small amounts 
of Black play dough for 
eyes. 

Step #3
Optionally, add two small 
amounts of white play 
dough and then two small 
amounts of black to give 
the spider eyes.
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Insect Imprints
Materials:
1. Plastic Insects (Various sizes and kinds can be used.)
2. Small flat amounts of play dough
3. Small Ziplock Bag

Step #1: Have child select an insect to create an imprint of.
Step #2: The child will then press the insect into the play dough either 
face up, or face down, which ever they want.
Step #3: Then they will pull the insect out of the play dough to reveal what 
their insects imprint looks like.
Step #4: Place the imprint in a small ziplock bag and let the child take it 
home. (This step depends on the schools stock of play dough and if they 
are able to give the play dough away.)

Step #1

Step #2

Step #3

Step #1

Step #2

Step #3

Step #1

Step #2

Step #3
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Apple Search

Thumb Print Caterpillar

Materials:
1. Apple Cut-Outs
2. Worm Cut-Outs

Step #1
Lay out all the apples and 
have the child cover their 
eyes while you hide the 
worm under one of the 
apples.

Step #2
Have the child guess 
where the worm is and 
lift up an apple where 
they think it is hiding.

Materials:
1. Leaf Template
2. Green Construction 
Paper (Make as many 
leaves as will be needed)
3. Finger Paints
4. Scissors
5. Marker

Step #1
Write a number on the 
leaf, such as the number 
15. Have the child dip 
their thumb/finger into 
the finger paint.

Step #3
Once the child has made 
the caterpillar as long as 
the number on the leaf, 
use the marker to then 
add two antennas on the 
head nad lots of little feet 
on the bottom to com-
plete th ecaterpillar.

Step #2
Have the child place their 
finger on the center of 
the leaf. Each time they 
put their finger down the 
caterpillar gets longer. 
The goal is to make the 
caterpillar as long as the 
number written on the 
leaf.

Step #3
The game can continue 
until the child finds the 
worm, or they can be 
given a certain number of 
chances to find it instead. 

Once the child’s turn is 
over, reset the game for a 
new child and play again.
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Bubble Bee Flower Match

Ant Picnic

Materials:
1. Flower Cut-Outs
2. Bumble Bee Cut-Outs

Step #1
Set up the flowers and 
the bumble bees.

Step #2
Tell the child a color and 
have them put one of 
the bumble bees on that 
colored flower.

Materials:
1. Plastic Ants
2. Plastic Food
3. Tray, Basket, or Bucket

Step #1
Tell the child that the 
“Ants have stolen the pic-
nic food!“ and have the 
child come and choose a 
piece of the food to rescue 
from the ants. 

Step #3
Have the chiledren take 
turns saving the food 
from the ants until all the 
food has been returned.

Step #2
Have the child put the 
food they chose in the 
tray, basket, or bucket.

Step #3
Each child can put bees 
on multiple flowers on 
their turn, or you can 
choose a new child for 
each color. 
(Reset the game if need-
ed and play again.)
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Number of Bugs/Bugs On Circles

Bug Catching

Materials:
1. Circle Cut-Outs with 
Numbers
2. Plastic Insects

Step #1
Flip all the circles over 
hiding all the numbers.

Step #2
Have one child choose a 
circle to flip over reveal-
ing the number. Ask the 
child to tell what number 
they picked. 

Materials:
1. Plastic Insects
2. Bug Net

Step #1
Hide the bugs all around 
the room and have each 
child walk around and 
find the insects. Have 
them put them into the 
net when they are found. 
This is done until all bugs 
have been found.

Step #3
Have the child then put 
that number of insects 
onto that circle. After 
this continue choosing 
more children to do the 
same until all the cir-
cles have been flipped 
over and have insects on 
them.

Gummy Worms
Materials:

1. Bag of Gummy Worms
2. Plastic glove (Or some-
thing else to pass gummy 
worms out with)

Step #1
This game is real simple. 
Just pass out a gummy to 
a child and let them sam-
ple a gummy worm.
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Missing Bugs
Materials:

1. Plastic Bugs
Step #1

Hide all the bugs around 
the room.

Choose two children to 
play this game.

Step #2
Have the children find 
all the bugs around the 
room.

Step #3
Once the children are 
finished choose new chil-
dren and repeat.

Optional: This game can 
also be used as a contest 
for a prize.

Bug Toss
Materials:

1. Blocks
2. Bugs

Step #1
Choose two children to 
come up and play the 
game.

Step #2
Hand the children five 
bugs each.

Have the children toss 
the bugs into the blocks.

Step #3
Whoever has the most 
bugs in the block circle is 
the winner.

Once the children are 
finished choose  new chil-
dren and repeat.
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Who Caught The Butterfly?
Materials:

1. Plastic Butterfly
Step #1

Choose three to four chil-
dren to come and stand/
sit with their hands 
behind their backs.

Step #2
Choose one child to cover 
their eyes and then give 
the Plastic Butterfly 
to one of the children 
sitting/standing in the 
front.

Step #3
Let the child try and 
choose who they think 
has the Plastic Butterfly.

When the game is over 
choose a new children 
and repeat.

Ant Obstacle Course
Materials:

1. Tunnel
2. Blocks
3. Plastic Food

Step #1
Choose one child to play 
the game.

Place the plastic food at 
the end of the obstacle 
course.

Step #2
Have the child navigate 
through the obstacle 
course.

Step #3
Once the child reaches 
the end of the obstacle 
course have the child 
bring the plastic food to 
the teacher.

Once the child is finished 
choose a new child and 
repeat.
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Bee Hive
Materials:

1. Bee Hive Cut-Outs
2. Bumble Bee Cut-Outs

Step #1
Set the Bee Hive up with 
no bees around it. Lay a 
number card down above 
the Bee Hive.

Step #2
Choose a child to say the 
number that is above 
the Bee Hive. Have them 
then put that number of 
bees flying around the 
Bee Hive. Rest the game 
and choose another child 
to play.

Grass Hopper Hop
Materials:

1. None Needed
Step #1

Choose two children to 
play the game.

Have the children hop 
like a grasshopper across 
the room.

Step #2
The child that reaches 
the other side of the room 
first is the winner.
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Spider Web Shape Search
Materials:

1. Construction Paper 
Shapes
2. Plastic Spider
3. Yarn
4. Scissors

Step #1
Cut four long pieces of 
yarn and lay them out on 
the floor.

Step #2
Using one long piece of 
yarn, go around and 
around the web to form 
the interior webbing of 
the spider web.

Materials:
Create a web out of yarn 
on the floor.

Step #1
Choose one of the chil-
dren that want to be 
“caught by the spider.” 
They get to lay down and 
pretend to be stuck in the 
web. The next child to 
play gets to help the oth-
er child up, but they get 
stuck in the web instead!

Step #3
The child then places the 
spider on the right shape. 
Then choose someone 
new to play.

Step #2
Give the spider to a child 
and tell them a shape to 
find.

Step #3
Place the construction 
paper shapes all over the 
web.

Caught in the Web
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Art Project - Handprint Spider
Materials:

1. 110lb Paper
2. Yarn
3. Wiggly Eyes
4. Popsicle Stick
5. Tape
6. Black Paint
7. Glue

Step #1
Have child place their 
painted hands on the 
paper twice in opposite 
directions.

Step #2
Once the paint dries, cut 
the handprint out to form 
the spider.

Step #4
Flip the project over and 
use tape to attach the 
yarn to the spider. Write 
the child’s name on the 
project as well.

Step #5
Use tape to attach the 
other end of the yarn to 
the posicle stick.

Step #6
The project is not com-
plete. Tell the children 
they can make their 
spider dance by bouncing 
the stick uo and down.

Step #3
Have the child add the 
wiggly eyes to their spi-
der using glue.


